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WILLIAMSVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT 
2013 PROPOSITION & SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATE INFORMATION  

 
THE WILLIAMSVILLE PTSA COUNCIL’S ANNUAL SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES’ NIGHT will be 
THURSDAY, May 9, 2013, 7:00 PM, in the District Office Boardroom, 105 Casey Road, E. Amherst, NY, 14051.  
 

May 21, 2013 ANNUAL DISTRICT BUDGET VOTE AND BOARD ELECTION 
 

 

PROPOSITION # 1 - BUDGET 
 

SHALL IT BE RESOLVED: 
 

That the Budget for the year 2013-2014 presented by the Board of Education be approved? 
 

YES                      NO 
 

 

 

PROPOSITION # 2 – 
LEASE OR PURCHASE REPLACEMENTS FOR EIGHT BUSES  

 

 
SHALL IT BE RESOLVED: 
 

That the Board of Education of the Williamsville Central School District, Erie County, New York, 
be authorized and directed to expend funds in an amount not exceeding nine hundred twenty 
thousand dollars ($920,000) from the transportation capital reserve funds to  lease or purchase 
replacements for eight 72 passenger buses? 

 

YES                      NO 
 

 

 

PROPOSITION # 3 - ELECTION OF THREE BOARD MEMBERS - 
                                           BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 

VOTE FOR ANY THREE CANDIDATES 
VOTERS MAY ALSO WRITE IN THE NAMES OF CANDIDATES OF THEIR CHOICE 

(The highest three vote recipients will each be elected for a three-year term beginning July 1, 2013and concluding June 30, 2016) 
 

1A 2A 3A 4A 5A 6A 
Anthony J. 
Lafornara III 

Michael  
Kane, Esq. 

Thomas J. 
Navarro Jr., Esq. 

Carrie 
Kahn 

Peter U. 
Bergmann 

Dr. Mohan 
Devgun 

               BUDGET HEARING                VOTE TO TAKE PLACE IN THE 
THURSDAY, MAY 9, 2013, 6:00-7:00 PM                   North High School Gymnasium 
       In the District Office Boardroom                         Tuesday, May 21, 2013 
   105 Casey Road, East Amherst, NY               7:00 AM to 9:00 PM 

                                         Please park on the Hopkins Road side 
     VOTING REQUIREMENTS        of the school near the tennis court 
        --18 years of age 
        --Resident for 30 days              NO PRE-REGISTRATION 
       --United States Citizen        Personal identification is required. 
 

 

WILLLIAMSVILLE CENTRAL SCHOOL DISTRICT BOARD CANDIDATES 
 

This information is offered as a public service to the community.  Please exercise your right to vote. 
 

Williamsville PTSA Council DOES NOT SUPPORT OR ENDORSE ANY CANDIDATES FOR OFFICE- 
“The Parent-Teacher Organization takes a stand on PRINCIPLES AND ISSUES, not on candidates or political parties.” 

- National Congress Handbook 

 



 
 

This unedited information furnished by the candidates appears in ballot position order. 
 

Williamsville PTSA Council QUESTION TO ALL CANDIDATES: 
The Board of Education adopted the following as a board goal for this school year: 
 

“Continue our leadership role as advocates for all students by remaining informed on the issues affecting children and public 
education, including but not limited to legislative matters, the impact and changes in federal and state laws and regulations 
including the New York State reform agenda; educational funding; and instructional program and curricular enhancements.” 
 

In looking to the future, considering the mandates coming from New York State and other challenges described 
above, what is your vision for maintaining the quality education we expect in Williamsville and what would be your 
role in executing this? 
 

Total word response limited to 250 or less. 
 

 
CANDIDATES 

 
 

1A Anthony J. Lafornara III 
43 Mapleleaf Drive, Williamsville, NY 14221 
Occupation – Teacher- Buffalo Public Schools 
Years Resident in the School District – 13 
Family Members: 
Spouse’s Name: Jeannie 
Children and Schools they attend:  
Anthony – Transit Middle; Nicholas- Transit Middle; Noah, Maple East  
Activities/Hobbies– 
Coaching baseball, coaching gymnastics, weight training, and family activities 
Other Boards You Have Or Are Currently Serving On: 
District Youth Wellness Council 2010- Present; Shared Decision Making Team, Transit Middle 2012-Present; Shared Decision Making Team- 
Maple East 20050-2008; Mathewson McCarthy Baseball League- 2011- Present 
 

Reason for seeking election: 
I’m a parent of three boys who attend Williamsville Schools.  In the 2014-2015 school year I will have a son at each school level within the district.  
For the past seven years I have been a part of numerous committees within the district and feel it’s time I take on a bigger role.  With my background and 
experience in education I can help lead our district and help to maintain its current level of excellence. 
 

Answer to PTSA Council question:  
As we move into the Twenty first century of education, our school district is facing greater challenges educating our children.  The increased state and 
federal mandates and reform, along with the decrease in funding, has also placed a greater responsibility on us to educate parents, faculty, and the 
public about the impact these changes will have on our schools.  The Race to the Top initiative effects curriculum, assessments, professional evaluation, 
and the cost of implementing them.  School districts and their students are being held to increased standards while federal and state funding is 
decreasing.  One of my objectives is to keep the School Board’s planning deliberate and explicit. This will ensure that all stake holders affected by these  
Initiatives are able to meet and master the CCLS (Common Core Learning Standards) without a loss of current programming at all school levels.  The 
district and our children will continue to be affected by these changes and the current political discourse we see in our nation’s capital.  My ultimate goal 
and mission is to minimize the impact on our children, and meet the needs of all students. 
 

As a board member, father, educator, and tax payer, I will strive to maintain the level of excellence we expect in all departments serving our children.  As 
a board we will work to maintain and improve programming at every school level, advocate for all students, families, and staff, and help our district 
navigate through these tough financial times. 
 
2A Michael Kane, Esq. 

339 Randwood Drive, Williamsville, NY, 14221 
Occupation:  Attorney 
Years Resident in the School District – 24 
Family Members: Single N/A 
Activities/Hobbies:  
Golfing/Skiing/Running (Anything related to sports)/Volunteer at the Mental Health Association of Erie Count/Political Junkie 
Other Boards You Have Or Are Currently Serving On: N/A 
 

Reason for seeking election:  
I am running for School Board because my status as a recent graduate of the District would offer a unique perspective.  I walked the halls of the District 
just seven years ago and I am an example of the quality education this District provides.  My first-hand experience would help advance the District 
Mission and Beliefs of the District. 
Answer to PTSA question:    
 

As a recent graduate of the Williamsville Central School District my vision is for the District to not only maintain the quality education currently provided, 
but enhance it. 
 

I recently attended the District and I am a product of the quality education provided by this District.  Race to the Top as it dictates the New York Reform 
Agenda is supposed to make all schools better.  How does the quality education Williamsville   currently provides fit into this agenda?  There are some 
very good things in this agenda that will be great for children.  This District has always championed a creative mind with its music and arts program.  The 
Common Core focuses on more technical analysis that are good for students getting jobs, but our students need to still be creative and not just deal with 
the world in a business fashion, but a creative fashion.  As a recent graduate I can offer a check and balance on maintaining the great education the 
District offers. 
 

Maintaining the quality education of the District has become very dependent on the tax rate.  Districts all across the state have been hit by reductions in 
state aid and the tax rate is being used to make up this gap.  I have no problem with this year’s tax increase, but it is important not to alienate voters.  I 
will look at this process as a scale to enhance the education in the District, but without risking a failed budget that would be crippling to our students. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
3A    Thomas J. Navarro Jr., Esq. 

66 Bramble Road, Williamsville, NY 14221 
Occupation –Attorney 
Years Resident in the School District – 9 
Family Members: 
Spouse’s Name: Tracy 
Children and schools they attend:  
Thomas J. Navarro III- Transit Middle School in the 5th grade 
Activities/Hobbies – Tennis, running, health and nutrition, and reading; New York Bar Association, New York State Academy of Trial 
Lawyers, Erie County Bar Associates. 
 

Reason for seeking election: 
I value a quality education for all children.  In 2004, my family moved to Williamsville so our son Thomas who now attends Transit Middle would benefit 
from this educational system. 
 

I will be an advocate for public education at both the local and state level. 
 

I believe it is important to give back to our community.  As a husband, father and lawyer it is my responsibility to share my time, life experiences and 
talents to maintain and enhance our excellent school district. 
 

Answer to PTSA Council question:  
My vision for the Williamsville School District is to continue to provide a safe environment whereby our students can take advantage of our current 
programs.  I would also want to direct the administration to enhance offerings where and when possible.   
 

I am a strong proponent for continuing programs such as our vocal and instrumental music, the arts, middle school sports, Special Education programs, 
and Advance Placement courses.  
 

I support providing up to date state of the art technology and enhancing our foreign language program by offering it at the elementary level.  
 

My role in executing this vision will be to provide oversight as a board member of the school district and to vote to maintain our school system.  I would 
be an advocate for our students. 
 

I pledge to be well-informed on issues by reading education materials and attending training sessions. 
 

The Board should hold the Superintendent accountable for its vision by making sure we hire staff that is equal to or better than the person leaving. 
 

It is important that we listen to the concerns of parents and the community then keep an open mind to make strategic choices for our district’s well-being. 
 

I will request to be the Board’s legislative liaison so I can communicate with our local and state legislators.  We need their help in maintaining our quality 
education. 
 

Finally, I can promise you that I will be committed and dedicated 110%. I will be a strong advocate for our children and community.  I support a safe 
environment, balanced budget and high standards. 
 
4A Carrie Kahn (Incumbent) 

63 Chicory Lane, East Amherst, NY, 14051 
Occupation – Executive Dean of Workforce Development, SUNY Erie Community College (Higher Education, Life-Long Learning, Non-Credit 
Professional Development) 
Years Resident in the School District – 27 years 
Family Members: 
Spouse – Dennis Alan Kahn, Attorney at Law, deceased 2012 
Children and School they attend: Son- Maxwell Graham Kahn graduated from South High School and attends University of Michigan 
Activities/Hobbies :Professional development training, traveling, reading, attending the theatre, going to the cinema/movies, dining, attending 
NFL and Big Ten sports, participating in Williamsville School districts’ meetings/functions, adoring my pets (Maltese, finches, fish), and being 
with my son, who brings laughter and joy into my life. 
Charities: American Cancer Society “Cuisine for a Cure”, Shea’s Performing Arts Center, and most recently the Amherst Youth Foundations’ 
9th Annual Gala.  
 

Other Boards You Have Or Are Currently Serving On: 

2010 New York State Senate for “Women of Distinction”; past Parliamentarian, Vice President and, current President of the Williamsville Board 
of Education; past University of Continuing Education Association, Commissioner; and  2012 “Member at Large”, Board of Directors, for the 
state-wide Continuing Education Association of New York, a liaison organization between SUNY and CUNY update and downstate two-year 
and four-year colleges.  

 

Reason for seeking election:  
The past six years, teachers, support-staff, PTSA, and children were inspirational in my decision to seek another term and remain connected to our 
community. This commitment has enriched my sense of duty and civic responsibility. As the President of the board, I was tenacious in adopting a budget 
under-the-state-cap while preserving our outstanding education; maintaining programs while facing state-wide fiscal constraints. Past leadership roles 
included board Parliamentarian, Vice-President, and President of the Board of Education. 
 

Answer to PTSA Council question:   
 

As President of the Board, I became an advocate between the community and elected representatives at the local, state, and national level. Our singular 
voice secured additional funding from the state while the local $16.75 million capital project enhances school building improvements at no cost to 
taxpayers. The vision to have the entire board adopt a district-wide security plan and hire a full time social worker position reinforces safety for our 
children, teachers, administrators, and support staff. 
 

The district faces many future uncontrollable factors; lowering tax caps; diminishing funding, and increasing unfunded mandates. I will continue to 
support benchmarking groups which re-distributes or streamlines spending to maintain current level programs and services. The management and 
efficiency work group created savings to maintain the current level of excellence for academic, co-curricular, and extra-curricular programs in the 
proposed budget and secure grant funding to supplement this current budget. Business First has ranked Williamsville Central School District #1 in 
Western New York during my years of service. 
 

Prospectively, I would like to accomplish three new initiatives over the next three years. First, the board of education should implement a standardized 
and uniform district-wide allergy plan. Second, foreign language should begin in the elementary schools serving a global workforce economy. Third, I 
was the visionary on the board linking public school education to higher education or vocational programs. Continued support will be to offer college 
courses at the K-12 level for transcript credit thereby reducing the cost of a post-secondary education. 
 
 
 
 



 
5A Peter U. Bergmann (Incumbent) 

94 Briarhill Road, Williamsville, NY, 14221 
Occupation – President/CEO Sisters of Charity Hospital 
Years Resident in the School District – 25 
Family Members: 
Spouse’s Name: Megan 
Children & Schools they attend: 
Otto- Transit Middle; Hugo- Maple East Elementary; Annelies- Maple East Elementary  
Activities – Fly fishing, racquet sports, youth athletics, community service. 
Other Board You Have or Are Currently Serving On: 
Current Boards  
Explore and More Children’s Museum (Board President) – currently relocating museum to Buffalo Waterfront/Canalside as main cultural 
attraction; 
Cornell University Sloan Alumni Association Board; Western New York Healthcare Association Board; Sisters Hospital Foundation Board;  
Catholic Health Home Care Board 
Previous Boards 
Federal Correctional Institution Schuylkill Community Relations Board; Schuylkill Chamber of Commerce Board; Covenant Home Care Board 
(Board Chair); Seton Medical Group, Inc. Board; Good Samaritan Foundation Board; Seton Manor Nursing Home Board; Schuylkill Alliance for 
Health Care Access Board; Lancaster Symphony Orchestra Board; American Heart Association Lancaster County Division Board; Lancaster 
Emergency Medical Services Association Board; Lancaster Community Health Plan Board 

 

Reason for seeking election: 
As a business leader in our community (managing $300M budget, 2,400 associates), I feel that I have an obligation to use my knowledge and 
experience to benefit the community in which I live. I have 3 children who attend schools in our district and I am a taxpayer, therefore I have a vested 
interest. I am also visible and active in our community and feel that I can fairly represent the interests of our community. 
 

Answer to PTSA Council question:  
As evidenced by the budgets put forward by many of our neighboring Districts, this is a tough time for public education. As mandates and requirements 
increase, Districts are increasingly looking to their tax base and/or looking to cut programs to offset the increased pressure on their budgets. There are 
several things that the Board of Education can do that helps find the right balance. First, it is important that all Board of Education members act as 
ambassadors of our District to lobby our government officials to minimize the impact of unfunded mandates. Second, it is important that the Board of 
Education work with the Superintendent to identify other revenue opportunities that may be available (Dr. Martzloff and Mr. Maturski should be 
commended in securing a Management Efficiency Grant worth $209,968 this past year). Third, the Board of Education needs to work closely with the 
Superintendent and his staff to identify expenses within the budget which can be decreased (through efficiencies, etc…) without impacting the services 
our children receive. I currently work in the healthcare industry, which has similar issues to that of Education. We are under a number of regulation 
constraints which increase the cost of our care while at the same time our reimbursement is strained. I have a great deal of experience in successfully 
balancing these dynamics. I want to continue to help our community provide an outstanding education for our children while keeping our taxes as low as 
possible. 
 
 

6A Dr. Mohan S. Devgun (Incumbent) 
153 Foxpoint West, Williamsville, NY 14221 
Occupation –Professor at Buffalo State College  
Years Resident in the School District – 23 years 
Family Members: 
Spouse’s Name: Kirpal 
Schools your children attended: 
My daughter attended Maple West (4 years) Casey Middle (4 Years) and East High School (4 Years), graduated High School in 2001.  
Activities/Hobbies – Volunteering, walking, home repairs and maintenance. 
Other Boards You Have Or Are Currently Serving On: 
BOE- Williamsville Central Schools- Since July 2010 
President/Past Trustee- Treasurer: Sikh Cultural & Educational Society of WNY; University College Senator (Six years) 

 

Reason for seeking election: 
I have lived in the WCSD since 1990, where my daughter has received a first class education resulting in a successful medical career. By serving on the 
BOE, I would like to give back to our community which has given so much to us. Being an educator with international experience, holding a Ph.D. and an 
MBA and having served three years on this BOE, I believe I am uniquely experienced and qualified to seek reelection.  I will continue to make significant 
contribution by maintaining current educational programs to continue achieving student excellence, thus keeping Williamsville as the number 1 school 
district within WNY. 
 

Answer to PTSA Council question:  
While a member of the BOE, I have attended several professional development programs which have kept me informed about the major issues affecting 
the children and public education. I am a strong proponent of excellence in student performance and have supported to maintain and even the 
enhancement of current programs in arts, sports, languages and extra-curriculum activities in order to achieve academic rigor and excellence in student 
achievement.  I would provide resources for professional development of teachers to accommodate new state and federal mandates such as APPR, and 
the common core curriculum. 
In light of Sandy Hook incident, it is important to keep our schools safe and provide sustainable learning environments. As a BOE member, I will strive for 
quality education to ensure superior academic excellence and student achievement, while being fiscally responsible to our local community. With limited 
educational funding and present economic environments, we will be able to maintain current educational programs and make curriculum enhancement, 
still meeting the required mandates. This will be done by creative re-allocation of resources to the most important areas necessary to maintain quality 
education. Some of this has been achieved through a benchmarking process, and operational and procedural optimization using techniques such as six 
sigma, cooperative purchasing, and solar energy. I will continue to investigate how we can optimize the existing resources to make their use more 
effective and efficient so that Williamsville can be the number one school district in Western New York. 
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